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1. Coverage

This questionnaire discusses the data available for the Papal States
between the sixteenth and nineteenth centuries. In 1798-1799 the
Repubblica Giacobina replaced the Papal States and in 1808-1814
became part of the Napoleonic Empire. Taxation and customs were
transformed: trade data on this period might be found in the Archives
Nationales de Paris.

2. Documents

Summary reports of annual imports and exports of single products
were occasionally prepared, for example to plan customs reforms or to
establish whether to forbid or encourage specific trades. These can
occasionally be found in the numerous documentary sources of the
secretariats of state and the consultative bodies of the states.

Annual balance of trade statements only exist after 1850. Bonelli
[1961] has partly rediscovered and published them.

3. Institutional setting

Individual customs authorities were responsible for data collection.
The data were not published.

4. Motivation

Data were collected for taxation purposes or for sanitary
reasons only.
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5. Method

The data provide a good representation of the actual flow of goods
and prices, but they are so diverse that it is very difficult to collate and
cross check them in order to obtain a long-term trend in the balance of
trade. Balances can only be computed for short periods.

6. Information

Custom authorities recorded trade flows for taxation purposes only.
At present there are no data compilations before the nineteenth
century. The records use a money of account, the scudo romano
d’argento. It contained 26.4 grams of silver.

All the documents are in Italian

The origins of specific goods were indicated and incorporated in the
name of the goods in only a few cases. The documents indicated the
port of origin of the vessels, but they mentioned different numbers of
geographical entities depending on the periods.

7. Availability

The data have not been published. No one has conducted a system-
atic study. There are many studies on the Middle Ages and the
Renaissance, but they are local and circumscribed. For the eighteenth
century there are several studies on the wheat trade (see Strangio
(1999)). There is little information on prices. Recently Alfani and
Strangio have been rebuilding a series of wheat prices throughout Italy
but there are several gaps. For the early industrial age, Bonelli has
produced the only systematic work.
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